How you can help — Waste Management

Carmel Residents can make a significant impact on waste management and contribute to
a cleaner, more sustainable community. Here are various ways you can take responsibility
for waste management and reduce your environmental footprint:

1. Reduce Household Waste:
e Practice mindful consumption by buying only what you need and avoiding
over-packaged products.
e Choose products with minimal or recyclable packaging to reduce waste.

2. Recycling Efforts:

e Sort and separate recyclable materials, such as paper, cardboard, glass,
plastics, and metals, as per your local recycling program guidelines. Follow
more tips here.

o Educate yourself about what can and cannot be recycled in your area.
Learn more here.

3. Composting:
¢ Compost food scraps, yard waste, and organic materials to divert them from
landfills and create nutrient-rich compost for your garden.

4. Responsible E-Waste Disposal:
e Recycle old electronics, including computers, phones, and batteries, at
designated e-waste collection points to prevent hazardous materials from
entering landfills.

5. Donate or Reuse:
o Before discarding items, consider donating or selling them if they are still in
good condition.
¢ Reuse containers, bags, and other items to extend their lifespan.

6. Hazardous Waste Disposal:
o Safely dispose of hazardous materials like paints, chemicals, and batteries
at designated collection centers. Learn more about this here
e Never pour hazardous substances down drains or into the environment.

7. Waste Reduction at Events:
o Host events (Birthdays, weddings, baby shower, etc) with minimal waste by
using reusable plates, utensils, and cups.
e Encourage attendees to recycle and compost during events.

8. Reduce Food Waste:
e Plan meals, store food properly, and use leftovers creatively to minimize
food waste.
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e Support food recovery programs that redistribute surplus food to those in
need.

9. Reduce Single-Use Plastics:
e Avoid single-use plastic items like bags, straws, and cutlery.
e Opt for reusable alternatives such as cloth bags and stainless-steel straws.

By actively participating in waste management efforts, you can help reduce landfill waste,
conserve resources, and protect Carmel environment for future generations. Your
commitment to responsible waste management can make a significant difference in
creating a cleaner and more sustainable community.



